CHAPTER   XIV
A MISSIONARY'S JOB
IT WAS NOT LONG BEFORE I DISCOVERED THE GREAT NUMBER
and variety of tasks which a missionary, and more par-
ticularly a medical one, has to undertake. In the pro-
fessional side of the work, although I had come to Neyyoor
primarily as a surgeon, and, indeed, found that operative
surgery constituted my principal task, I quickly realized
that I was expected to take my full share of responsibility
In all other branches of the healing art. In a London
hospital, if a patient complained of his eyes, one had been
able to refer him to the ophthalmic department; if the
disease was in the nose, one sent him along to the specialist
in noses and throats ; or, if he showed some malady of the
skin, he was directed to the dermatologist. In Neyyoor,
Dr. Pugh and I were responsible between us for all these
" sideshows " and many more.
The X-ray apparatus had to be set up. Here I was on
Una cognita, for I had been in charge of an X-ray plant
for over a year on the Western Front during the War.
The knowledge I had then gained, albeit with a vastly
inferior apparatus, stood me in good stead at Neyyoor
and is still of help to me* But in some other respects I
found myself poorly qualified. Like many medical stu-
dents, I had treated diseases of skin, eyes, ears and nose
•and throat with scant courtesy, and had attended lectures
and clinics upon these subjects merely because I had to.
How I wished later that I had taken them more seriously.
As a medical missionary I found that I was expected to
assume responsibility for all sorts and conditions of patients.
If any complained of eyes or skin, there was the over-

